
PLACES TO VISIT AND THINGS TO DO NEAR LA BRECHE

LOCATION

Chateau La Breche is situated near the village of Montigny-sur-Canne in the Nievre 
region of France. This is in the North West corner of Burgundy with the nearest city 
being Nevers – some 50 km / 30 miles away to the North West.

Our location is truly rural with our nearest neighbours being (very friendly) Charolais 
cows.

We are directly accessible from the D10 being half way between the small towns of 
Chatillon-en-Bazois - 15 km / 9 miles to the North and Cercy-la-Tour - 10 km / 6 
miles to the South.

The area is very tranquil surrounded by fields and forests – really rural.

HISTORY

La Breche and the outbuildings were constructed in the 1820’s and the whole site 
was purchased by the current owners in 2019. We are gradually restoring all the 
buildings and the “Chicken House” is the first to be completed.

Once completed the site will include the Chicken House, 3 x 2 bedroom apartments 
and 2 studio apartments plus a large meeting room and a dining room for use as part 
of our events programme.

PLACES TO VISIT

The Morvan Regional Park 15 minutes 15km/10 miles

The Morvan Regional Natural Park is a protected area of woodlands, lakes and 
traditional farmland in the Bourgogne-Franche-Comté region of central France with 
its border only minutes from La Breche. It covers a total area of 285,000 hectares 
and extends through four different departments with the majority being in Nièvre. 

There are many things to see and do in the Morvan Regional park but one highlight 
is the “Lac de Settons” situated about 40 minutes from La Breche. This large lake 
offers fishing, swimming and boat trips. 

There are many restaurants along its shores but it is best to avoid during Bank 
Holidays as it gets very busy!



Lac de Settons



Beaune  2 hours 115 km / 70 miles

Known to many as the capital of Burgundy – it is certainly the centre of Burgundy 
wine. 

There are many wine cellars but the Patriarche Pere et Fils Cellars (situated in 14th 
and 17th century cellars of the Convent of the Ladies of the Visitation), house 
several million bottles and are well worth a visit. 

The Market Hall is a very pretty building and still used on a weekly basis for markets 
including farmers markets, brocante and craft fairs. There is a large country market 
in and around the “Halle” every Saturday

The Hospices de Beaune is one of France’s most prestigious historic monuments 
and quite apart from its stunning architecture houses a museum based on its history 
as a medieval charitable hospital. 

Around the Place Carnot car park are many cafes and restaurants.

Hospices de Beaune

Cluny 2 hours 120 km / 75 miles

The Benedictine Abbey of Cluny was influential throughout Mediaeval Europe with 
the abbey church being the largest in the Western Christian world (until the building 
of St Peter’s in Rome.).

The “Hotel Dieu” was a hospital founded in 1646 and is currently a museum with a 
particularly interesting medieval apothecary.

The Fromages Tower was once part of the wall surrounding the abbey, and used to 
be called “tour des feves”, A climb of 120 steps to the top of the tower will allow you 
to discover an extraordinary panorama over the Abbey and town.

Cluny has been an equestrian centre since Roman times and is still a major training 
centre for equestrian instructors.

Cluny Abbey

http://www.beaune-tourism.com/things-do/attractions#!/musee-de-lhotel-dieu-de-beaune-674517
http://www.beaune-tourism.com/things-do/attractions#!/musee-de-lhotel-dieu-de-beaune-674517


Vézelay 1 hour 75 km / 45 miles

Vézelay – a UNESCO World Heritage Site – is said to be one of the most beautiful 
villages in France. 

This village, founded in the 12th Century is dominated by the Basilica of St Mary 
Magdalene, an awe-inspiring building with soaring decorative vaults. The basilica is 
said to contains relics of Saint Mary and was historically the departure point for 
French pilgrims to the church of St James at Santiago de Compostella. Set in the 
street leading to the Basilica are shells set in the ground - which are the symbol of 
those French pilgrims.

It is said that Richard the Lionheart set out on the third crusade from the steps of the 
basilica.

The four medieval villages of Vézelay, Asquins, Saint Père, and Tharoiseau make 
up Burgundy’s Vézelay wine appellation, where winemaking dates back to the Gallo-
Roman times. A church in Saint-Etienne sits on the remains of a temple devoted to 
the Roman God Bacchus, giving proof to the area’s wine growing history. Relatively 
unknown some of the Vézelay wines are superb!

Vézelay

Chateau de Bazoches 50 minutes 60 km / 38miles

When heading towards Vézelay from La Breche you will pass the Chateau de 
Bazoches – situated on the edge of the village of the same name. It is well worth a 
visit!

Tours of the chateau take place most days although times are a bit restricted in 
Winter months.

Chateau de Bazoches

https://www.vivino.com/wine-regions/bourgogne
https://www.francethisway.com/tourism/francepilgrims.php


“Les Fontaines Salées” 55 minutes 65 km / 40 miles

Between Bazoches and Vézelay are the Fontaines Salées. This site, with its natural 
salt springs and mineral waters, dates back to prehistoric times, around 3000BC. 
These therapeutic waters led the Romans to establish a thermal spa here.

Les Fontaines Salées

Chablis 2 hours 120 km / 75 miles

Chablis is famous for the Chablis wine appellation – with some of the worlds’ finest 
white wines produced in the area.

There are many wine cellars in and around Chablis which are open for visits and 
tasting.

There is a large market held in the streets in the centre of Chablis every Sunday.

Medieval “launderette” in Chablis



Nevers 50 minutes 50 km / 30 miles

Situated on the banks of the Loire River, the history of Nevers dates back to Roman 
times.

There are many historic buildings such as the Cathedral of St Cyr and Ste Juliette, 
the Ducal Palace, the 9th Century Saint Etienne Church and the Croux Gate.

The old town has pretty winding streets with good shopping and a wealth of fine 
restaurants.

A short drive from the centre of Nevers is the Magny-Cours motor racing circuit – 
former home of the French Formula One Grand Prix and still used for many major 
international races.

Nevers

Decize 25 minutes 25 km / 16 miles

The Loire passes through Decize with two branches of the river joining one another 
just to the North of the town. Indeed, Decize may be considered to be a “water-
based town” as apart from the River Loire it is situated on the Canal Latéral à la 
Loire, the River Aron and the Canal du Nivernais. It offers a number of water based 
outings including boat trips and canoe/kayak hire.

Although not a large town Decize is probably the nearest town to La Breche having a 
wide range of restaurants and some large hypermarkets.

If you are British and travelling with a pet dog there is a veterinary surgery, with 
some English speaking staff, that can sort out travel documentation 

Decize



Bourges 1 hour 50 minutes 110 km / 70 miles

Bourges was the capital of France in the time of Charles II and remained an 
important commercial centre for several hundred years.

The magnificent Saint Etienne cathedral is now a UNESCO World Heritage site.

In the 15th Century Jacques Coeur was appointed as the Finance Minister to the 
King, and as a nobleman decided to construct a palace. That building is now one of 
Frances’ leading museums.

Rue d’Auron, Bourges

Moulins 1 hour 60 km / 36 miles

Moulins was the former seat of the duchy of the Bourbon family from where a large 
part of France was governed. The Anne de Beaujeu Museum, is located in one of 
the buildings making up the former castle of the Dukes of Bourbon, 

The old town has many timber framed from the Renaissance period but the highlight 
of any visit is certainly the Cathedral of Our Lady, with its splendid triptych by the 
Master of Moulins, depicting the coronation of the Virgin, and its superb stained 
glass windows from the 15th and 16th centuries.

There are many nice restaurants in Place d’Allier and the area around Les Halles.

Moulins at night

https://www.france-voyage.com/cities-towns/beaujeu-27289.htm


Macon 2 hours 15 minutes 150 km / 90 miles

Situated on the River Saone, Macon is in the Southern part of Burgundy and is a well 
know centre for the production of Burgundy wines – possibly the most famous being 
Pouilly-Fuissé

But Macon is also a centre of Gastronomy and in the town centre there are many 
historic buildings.

Macon – the Capital of Southern Burgundy

Autun 1 hour 65 km /40 miles

Autun has a beautiful cathedral and a palace built by the Chancellor Nicolas Rolin 
which is now a museum housing a vast array of archaeological objects, medieval 
sculptures, romantic paintings and artworks. The Mairie occupies what was the town 
Lycee (“high school”) where Napoleon Bonaparte and his brother studied. In the 
square by the Mairie (which is a large car park) and also near the cathedral are 
numerous small cafes and restaurants. 

There is also a fairly well preserved Roman Theatre.

If you are too tired to walk around there is even a little “train” pulled by a tractor that 
takes you past most of the nice buildings.

Autun Cathedral



THINGS TO DO NEARBY

There is a very wide range of activities available in the area around Chateau La 
Breche.

These include:

 Fishing
There are many canals, rivers and lakes near La Breche and most of these 
allow fishing provided a permit has been obtained. These permits are 
available long and short term from local outlets.

 Cycling
There are opportunities for cycling excursions to suit all skill levels. These 
include forest trails for “off road” fans as well as more leisurely routes on the 
many local canal tow paths. For obvious reasons these tend to be pretty level!

 Motorsport
La Breche is about a 45 minute drive from the Magny Cours racing circuit 
which was once the home of the French Formula One Grand Prix. Magny 
Cours still hosts a wide range of races as well as the opportunity for visitors to 
sign up for “experience days” to try a range of competition cars. 

 Canoe/kayak
It is possible to hire canoes and kayaks in Decize and Nevers from where you 
can experience trips on the Loire. 
There are also opportunities to rent motor boats at several locations near La 
Breche to travel on some of the local rivers or to join organised boating trips.

 Enjoying lakes
Situated around   30km / 18 miles from La Breche, near the village of Baye 
are the “Étangs de Vaux et de Baye”. These are a series of interconnected 
lakes offering facilities to rent a boat, go fishing or just walk alongside the 
water. It is also possible to join boat trips organised by “Aqua Fluvial” in Baye.

 Wine tours
La Breche is well placed for visiting a number of the Burgundy vineyards. 
Chablis and Beaune are each just under 2 hours away. Or Sancerre is also 
under 90 minutes. We can also arrange tutored wine tours and/or wine 
tastings. 

 The Saint Honoré Les Bains thermal spa. 

For many years this one of the most popular spa towns in France. Now it is a 
little “tired” but it offers a wide range of spa-related “treatments” which can be 
booked by the hour, or day, or as part of a course. It is less than twenty 
minutes from La Breche

 Châteaux 
There are many châteaux within an hours’ drive of La Breche. They vary in 
size and grandeur but most are open to the public and are worth a visit.
These include:

Château de Commarin
Château de Bazoches
Château de Cormatin
Château D'époisses
Château des Bordes à Urzy



 Morvan Regional Natural Parc
La Breche is less than 16 km / 10 miles from the edge of the Morvan Regional 
Natural Parc. This is an area off great beauty with rolling countryside, rivers, 
lakes and forests. It has many visitor attractions ranging from boating on the 
Lac de Settons to farm visits, craft centres and just the beautiful countryside 
itself

 Theme Parks
Safariland is around 85 km / 50 miles away near Le Creusot
Parc des Combes is around 85 km / 50 miles away also near Le Creusot
Utopia is around 140 km / 85 miles away near Auxerre
Cirque Paradiso Le Parc is 105 km / 65 miles away - past Le Creusot


	The Loire passes through Decize with two branches of the river joining one another just to the North of the town. Indeed, Decize may be considered to be a “water-based town” as apart from the River Loire it is situated on the Canal Latéral à la Loire, the River Aron and the Canal du Nivernais. It offers a number of water based outings including boat trips and canoe/kayak hire.

